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Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People —  
First Report — “2012–2013 Annual Report” — Motion 

Resumed from 27 November on the following motion moved by Hon Sally Talbot — 

That the report be noted. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: I join with the members who spoke on this report last Wednesday. I thank them for 
adjourning the matter so that I could contribute to the motion today. I would like to say a number of things about 
this report, and I will do my best to deal with those matters in the time remaining.  

Firstly, I draw attention to a matter concerning process and drafting. The cover page of the annual report of the 
Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People reads — 

Report No. 1  

Presented by  

Ms L.L. Baker, MLA (Chair) 
Laid on the Table of the Legislative Assembly on 21 November 2013 

I do not know why the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People has 
tabled a report in that format, because the joint standing committee of which I am a member appropriately 
recognises when something has been laid on the table in the Legislative Council. I could be parochial and say 
that, frankly, I could not care less when it was tabled in the other place, but I will not do that. Rather, I will note 
that this version of the report I have in front of me, which comes from the Legislative Council Procedure Office, 
is silent on when it was tabled in this place. I find that unsatisfactory and I draw it to the attention of members of 
the committee and hope that they might be able to have that rectified.  

I note from the uncorrected proof of Hansard from last week that Hon Sally Talbot quite rightly recognises the 
error with respect to the period of tenure of Dr Loraine Abernethie, one of the principal research officers on the 
committee. I note that it was also indicated in Hansard that there was a mechanism the Clerk could use to attend 
to that. I hope that the same thing will happen with respect to when the report was tabled by the Legislative 
Council.  

Moving to more substantive matters, the particular point I am interested in, in this extremely brief committee 
report, is found on page 2 of the report. It is sufficiently brief to quote and talks about the work of the previous 
committee. It states —  

The Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People of the 38th 
Parliament referred the issue of the sexualisation of children and young people to the Commissioner 
under section 19(l) of the Commissioner for Children and Young People Act 2006. The Committee 
referred the Commissioner to a range of documents ‘insofar as they may be relevant to the sexualisation 
of children, for consideration, and requests that [the Commissioner] makes recommendations as to any 
specific actions required to be taken by the Government of Western Australia in relation to these 
matters in order to better secure the wellbeing of children and young people in Western Australia.’1 

The Commissioner provided a response in January 2013 to the Committee of the 38th Parliament, and 
subsequently agreed to make that response available to the JSCCCYP of the 39th Parliament. The 
current Committee is in the process of examining the Commissioner’s report. 

I could say a number of things about that, but the time limits allow me to say only a few things. Firstly, it is 
indeed true and correct to say that this matter was referred to the Commissioner for Children and Young People. 
I have some knowledge of that, having served on that committee during the thirty-eighth Parliament.  I have 
talked about this issue for some time, including moving at least one motion in the previous Parliament. In the 
spirit of a bipartisan approach to this very important issue, I commend to the attention of members who were not 
present in the chamber last week the contribution of my colleague in the South Metropolitan Region Hon Kate 
Doust. Amongst other things, she said the following; I quote from the uncorrected proof Hansard — 

The previous committee looked at the issues of sexualisation of children and young people, which is a 
significant issue for this committee to address. Certainly, people in the community are raising this issue, 
given their concerns about how the media and advertising are portraying young children. 

She continues a little later — 
I certainly hope that when the parliamentary committee has had the opportunity to review the 
commissioner’s response to that earlier report completed by this committee, it will continue to do 
further work in this area. 
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I wholeheartedly agree with every comment the honourable member made in the part I have just quoted. Sadly, 
because of the system under which the joint standing committees operate, the previous version of this committee 
in the thirty-eighth Parliament was unable, despite its very best will no doubt, to do anything about the report 
provided by the Commissioner for Children and Young People. The report in front of us confirms that the 
commissioner provided a response to the committee in January 2013. The committee could not do anything 
about that response because of the way the committee system works. In this instance, the matter was referred to 
the Commissioner for Children and Young People, she did an investigation and then sent it to the committee by 
carrier pigeon, or whatever method she chose, and it arrived in January 2013. As the government at that time 
decided to dissolve the Legislative Assembly, the operations of the joint standing committee became defunct.  

Those familiar with the workings of the committee know that it consists of two members from the Legislative 
Assembly and two from the Legislative Council, with three members required for a quorum. Although it could 
be argued that for a period of time I might have been on the committee, the committee had no capacity to look 
inside the letterbox and find out what the Commissioner for Children and Young People had had to say in 
January. The new committee did not form until people decided to make it happen in May. When? Let us look at 
the report—no, it does not tell us. Why would we want this report to tell us the period of service of honourable 
members? That information is provided in other reports. From my recollection, members were assigned to this 
committee in late May or probably early June. Therefore, an important report is provided by the Commissioner 
for Children and Young People and no-one can look at it for half a year because of the system in place. This will 
continue to occur every four years, particularly as we now operate under fixed-term elections. In my view, this 
can be resolved. It will require some creative thinking and people willing to think outside the square, but it is a 
matter worthy of attention. Some people might say that this matter is not sufficiently important and no-one will 
lose sleep over it as it was only six months. We might agree to disagree on that view. Scenarios will arise when 
something even more important may require attention during that six-month period, and no-one will be able to 
act. This is very relevant to the other committee of which I am a member—the Joint Standing Committee on the 
Corruption and Crime Commission. That committee has the responsibility to approve the recommendations of 
the Premier to appoint a new commissioner, an acting commissioner or a parliamentary inspector and so on. It 
would be an unsatisfactory situation to have a six-month period in which no commissioner was in place because 
the committee system does not cater for it. I draw that to the attention of members. I am disappointed that this is 
the case in this instance with the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young 
People.  

This committee has had the opportunity since late May or early June to peer inside that mailbox and find out 
what was in that report. At this stage, what is in that report is a mystery. This report indicates — 

The current committee is in the process of examining the Commissioner’s report. 

I enthusiastically look forward to reading whatever the committee decides to let us in on. I think this is a matter 
that requires a little escalation and a little priority. 

Committee interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
[Continued on page 7175.] 

Sitting suspended from 4.15 to 4.30 pm 
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